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Abstract
A comparison of compressional properties of silicate solids, glasses, and liquids reveals the following fundamental diﬀerences: (1) Liquids have much smaller bulk moduli than solids and glasses and the bulk moduli of various silicate melts have a
narrow range of values; (2) Liquids do not follow the Birch’s law of corresponding state as opposed to solids and glasses; (3)
The Grüneisen parameter increases with increasing pressure for liquids but decreases for solids; (4) The radial distribution
functions of liquids show that the interatomic distances in liquids do not change upon compression as much as solids do.
The last observation indicates that the compression of silicate melts occurs mostly through the geometrical arrangement of
various units whose sizes do not change much with compression, i.e., the entropic mechanism of compression plays a dominant role over the internal energy contribution. All of the other three observations listed above can be explained by this point
of view. In order to account for the role of the entropic contribution, we propose a new equation of state for multi-component
silicate melts based on the hard sphere mixture model of a liquid. We assign a hard sphere for each cation species that moves
in the liquid freely except for the volume occupied by other spheres. The geometrical arrangement of these spheres gives the
entropic contribution to compression, while the Columbic attraction between all ions provides the internal energy contribution to compression. We calibrate the equation of state using the experimental data on room-pressure density and room-pressure bulk modulus of liquids. The eﬀective size of a hard sphere for each component in silicate melts is determined. The
temperature and volume dependencies of sphere diameters are also included in the model in order to explain the experimental
data especially the melt density data at high pressures. All compressional properties of a silicate melt can be calculated using
the calibrated sphere diameters. This equation of state provides a uniﬁed explanation for most of compressional behaviors of
silicate melts and the experimental observations cited above including the uniformly small bulk moduli of silicate melts as well
as the pressure dependence of Grüneisen parameters. With additional data to better constrain the key parameters, this equation of state will serve as a ﬁrst step toward the uniﬁed equation of state for silicate melts.
Ó 2011 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

1. INTRODUCTION
Compressional properties of silicate melts including
density and its pressure (or temperature) derivative, i.e.,
bulk modulus (or thermal expansivity), are crucial to our
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understanding of many geological problems such as the
generation and diﬀerentiation of silicate melts in the Earth’s
mantle, and the evolution of a melt layer (e.g., the putative
magma ocean) in a planet. Important issues in this regard
include the density of melts with various chemical compositions under deep Earth conditions (i.e., equation of state
(EOS)) and the variation of some thermodynamic properties such as the Grüneisen parameter with compression.
In order to understand these issues, a physically sound
model is needed for the compression of molten materials
under deep Earth conditions.

Equation of state of silicate melts

However, unlike the solid and gaseous states of a matter for which there are widely accepted idealized models
such as a crystal lattice and an ideal gas, describing the
properties of liquids is challenging because they are nearly
as dense as solids yet there is no long-range order in atomic positions (see textbooks, e.g., Egelstaﬀ, 1994; March and
Tosi, 2002; Barrat and Hansen, 2003; Hansen and
McDonald, 2006). In the past, purely empirical equations
of state were frequently employed for silicate melts. One
such type of EOS is the Taylor expansion of volume in
terms of pressure (e.g., Lange and Carmichael, 1987,
1990; Kress and Carmichael, 1991). The eﬀect of liquid
composition on volume is studied by the ideal mixing
model ﬁrst developed by Bottinga and Weill (1970). In
the Bottinga–Weill model, the molar volume of a melt is
a linear function of the partial molar volume of each oxide
component (SiO2, for example) in the melt, implying that
the compression of a complex liquid can be modeled as
a sum of the compression of individual solid-like component. Similarly, higher order coeﬃcients in the Taylor
expansion are calculated from properties of oxide components by assigning bulk modulus for each component
oxide (e.g., Lange and Carmichael, 1987). This type of approach was employed in the widely used software package
MELTS (Ghiorso and Sack, 1995) for the modeling of
phase equilibria in magmatic systems. Apart from the
obvious limitation that such an approach works only to
a low degree of compression (Lange and Carmichael,
1987), there is a fundamental issue for the basic concept
behind this approach: An implicit assumption is that the
compression of a complex liquid such as a silicate melt
can be viewed as the weighted average of compression of
individual oxide components. As we will show in this paper, existing data on bulk moduli and radial distribution
functions of silicate melts suggest that such a solid-based
model of compression is unlikely valid for the compression
of silicate melts.
A modiﬁed version of a curve-ﬁtting approach has
recently been proposed by Ghiorso and his co-worker
(Ghiorso, 2004a,b,c; Ghiorso and Kress, 2004) using the
Padè approximation. In this approach, some complications
such as the inﬂuence of mixing of SiO2 species with diﬀerent
Si–O coordination numbers are included. However, this is
again an entirely empirical approach and the formula used
in their approach has no strong physical basis.
Another group of equations of state borrows directly the
ideas developed for solids. These include the widely used
third-order Birch–Murnaghan EOS (Birch, 1947) and the
Vinet EOS (Vinet et al., 1986). Many studies for silicate liquids at high pressure employ the Birch–Murnaghan EOS
(e.g., Rigden et al., 1989; Agee, 1998; Stixrude and Karki,
2005). Also, it was utilized in pMELTS (Ghiorso et al.,
2002), the revised version of MELTS, for the modeling of
phase equilibria up to 3 GPa. Similarly, Stixrude and Karki
(2005) explained the calculated trend in Grüneisen parameter using the behavior of Grüneisen parameters of the
corresponding solids. The physical basis for the Birch–
Murnaghan EOS is that the thermodynamics of a given
material is completely characterized by the volumetric
strain and that the inﬂuence of temperature can be included
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through the temperature dependence of parameters such as
bulk modulus. Such an approach is valid when the major
contribution to the free energy is the internal energy. However, as we will demonstrate in this paper, several observations strongly suggest that it is not the internal energy that
changes most upon compression of a silicate melt: the factor that plays the most important role in the compression of
silicate melts is entropy. In these cases, concepts borrowed
from solids may not be applied to liquids.
The modern theories of liquids (see textbooks, e.g.,
Hansen and McDonald, 2006) may provide a more
promising way to obtain the EOS for silicate liquids. These
theories relate the microscopic description of atomic conﬁgurations and interactions in liquids to thermodynamic
properties with the help of classical statistical mechanics.
The key to this approach is to make adequate approximations for the interatomic potentials of atoms (and/or ions)
and the correlation functions of atomic conﬁgurations.
Among various equations that have been proposed
(Hansen and McDonald, 2006), a simple but widely used
equation is the hard sphere equation of state (Reiss et al.,
1959; Thiele, 1963; Wertheim, 1963), which successfully calculates the entropic contribution through the excluded volume eﬀect of rigid molecules in liquids. As we will show in
this paper, the hard sphere EOS can naturally explain some
of the most distinct compressional behaviors of silicate liquids. Guillot and Sarda (2006) ﬁrst applied the hard sphere
EOS to describe the compression of some silicate melts such
as peridotitic and basaltic melts up to 10 GPa, demonstrating the applicability of the hard sphere EOS to silicate
melts. However, their approach cannot be applied to study
the eﬀect of melt composition since the silicate melt was
treated as a single component system with an average
sphere diameter deﬁned for all melt components. A more
critical problem is that the hard sphere EOS oversimpliﬁes
the interatomic potential between atoms by neglecting the
cohesion energy of liquids, which results in an inﬁnite molar
volume at zero pressure. Therefore the EOS had to be
scaled to a reference data point in Guillot and Sarda
(2006) to obtain the hard sphere diameter. In order to describe more realistic ionic liquids with Coulombic interactions, many charged hard sphere mixture models (e.g.,
Caccamo and Malescio, 1989; Blum et al., 1992; Rosenfeld,
1993) have been developed using statistical mechanics in the
liquid state physics literature. Despite the sophisticated formulations of these models, which often involve integral
equations, the application of these models are often limited
to simple cases such as binary mixtures with equally sized
and charged ions, i.e., the restricted primitive model (e.g.,
Blum et al., 1992; Fisher and Levin, 1993; Zhou and Stell,
1995; Zhou et al., 1995; Guillot and Guissani, 1996). Since
the purpose of this paper is to develop a simple model for
the equation of state of complex silicate liquids that can
be readily used for geochemical and geophysical modeling,
we choose an alternative approach by modifying the model
of hard sphere mixtures (Lebowitz, 1964; Lebowitz et al.,
1965; Mansoori et al., 1971) using some empirical approximations for the Coulombic potential energy and soft repulsion between spheres to account for the experimental data
of silicate liquids.
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In this paper, we will ﬁrst review the experimental (and
computational) observations on the compressional properties of silicate liquids, solids, and glasses and discuss the
diﬀerences in the compressional behaviors of these states.
We will show that these diﬀerences can be explained by
the important contribution of entropy as opposed to internal energy. We will then propose a new equation of state for
silicate liquids that provides a uniﬁed explanation for all the
observations based on the modiﬁed hard-sphere model of
liquids, which emphasizes the entropic contribution to
compression.
2. A REVIEW OF OBSERVATIONS ON
COMPRESSIONAL PROPERTIES
2.1. Comparison of density and bulk modulus
If temperature (T ) and volume (V , see Table 1 for the
deﬁnition of symbols) are chosen as the independent variables, then the isothermal EOS of a material can be given
by the volume derivative of the Helmholtz free energy (F )
of the material as,
 
 
 
@F
@U
@S
P ¼
¼
þT
;
ð1Þ
@V T
@V T
@V T
which contains both the internal energy contribution and
the entropy contribution. The second-order volume derivative of free energy (F ) gives the isothermal bulk modulus
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which also has two contributions.
Fig. 1 compares the density and bulk modulus of silicate
liquids and solids with the same compositions at room pressure. We can see that the densities of silicate liquids are only
slightly smaller (by 10–20%) than those of the corresponding solids, whereas the bulk moduli of silicate liquids are
much smaller (a factor of 3–6) than those of their solid
counterparts. Therefore the large diﬀerence in bulk moduli
between liquid and solid silicates is not due to the diﬀerence
in density. That is, the compression of silicate liquids does
not follow the Birch’s law of corresponding state (e.g.,
Birch, 1961; Anderson and Nafe, 1965; Chung, 1972;
Shankland, 1972) (for more details on Birch’s law see
Appendix A). It should also be noted that the bulk moduli
of silicate liquids have a relatively narrow range
(17–27 GPa for the liquids plotted) in contrast to the corresponding solids (56–134 GPa).
Additional information on compression mechanisms
can be gathered by comparing the bulk modulus as a function of density (or molar volume) for a given composition
in diﬀerent states (liquid, glass, and solid). Fig. 2 plots the
bulk moduli of solid, glass and liquid states of CaMgSi2O6
(diopside or Di), CaAl2Si2O8 (anorthite or An), and NaAlSi3O8 (albite or Ab) as a function of molar volume per
atom. It is clear that the data of glasses and crystalline

Table 1
Deﬁnition of symbols used in the text.
Symbol

Deﬁnition

Units

M
V
n
M a ¼ M=n
K T ¼ V ð@P =@V ÞT
a ¼ ð@V =@T ÞP =V
C V ¼ T ð@S=@T ÞV
C P ¼ T ð@S=@T ÞP
c ¼ aK T V =C V
ð@K T =@T ÞV =aK T
K 0T ¼ ð@ ln K T =@ ln V ÞT
dT ¼ ð@ ln K T =@ ln V ÞP
v ¼ ð@ ln K T =@ ln V ÞM a
q ¼ ð@ ln c=@ ln V ÞT
Xi
ri
Vm
f ¼ V m =V
y1, y2
U ¼ P V =RT
l
m
gi ¼ ð@ ln ri =@ ln T ÞV
ni ¼ 3ð@ ln ri =@ ln V ÞT
#i ¼ ð@ ln V m0i =@T ÞV
x ¼ ð@n=@T ÞV
f ¼ ð@n=@ ln V ÞT
s ¼ dn=df
h ¼ ð@ ln V m =@T ÞV
cNa2 O–Al2 O3

Molar mass (molar formula weight)
Molar volume
Number of atoms per formula
Mean atomic weight
Isothermal bulk modulus
Thermal expansivity
Constant volume speciﬁc heat
Constant pressure speciﬁc heat
Grüneisen parameter
Intrinsic temperature dependence of bulk modulus
Pressure derivative of bulk modulus
Anderson–Grüneisen parameter
Volume derivative of K T at constant M a
Volume dependence of Grüneisen parameter
Mole fraction of the i-th melt component
Eﬀective sphere diameter
Volume occupied by a mole of molecules
Packing fraction
Interactions among diﬀerent spheres
Dimensionless compressibility factor
Exponent of the attractive term in EOS
Exponent of the repulsive term in EOS
Temperature dependence of sphere diameter
Volume dependence of sphere diameter
Temperature dependence of V m0i
Temperature dependence of n
Volume dependence of n
Dependence of n on packing fraction
Temperature dependence of the volume of spheres
Cross composition term

kg mol1
m3 mol1
–
kg mol1
Pa
K1
J K1 mol1
J K1 mol1
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
m
m3 mol1
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
K1
K1
–
–
K1
–
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Fig. 1. Comparison of room-pressure compressional properties for some silicate liquids and solids. (a) Density; (b) bulk modulus.
Experimental data are from the compilation of Bass (1995). Diagonal lines show 1:1 correlation between the axes.

2.2
2.0

logK (GPa)

solids for these silicates fall on the same lines on this plot,
which implies that glasses have the same compression
mechanism as crystals. On the contrary, liquids are signiﬁcantly more compressible than solids and glasses compared
at the same molar volume. This implies that the diﬀerences
in bulk modulus between liquids and solids (and glasses)
cannot be attributed to the diﬀerences in molar volume
(mean interatomic distance) only: the entropy contribution
to compression must be important for liquids.

1.8
1.6
1.4

2.2. The pressure dependence of Grüneisen parameter
1.2

Another important diﬀerence in compressional properties between liquids and solids is the volume (pressure)
dependence of Grüneisen parameter. The Grüneisen
parameter (c) and its volume dependence (q) are deﬁned
as (Anderson, 1995)
c¼

aK T V
CV

ð3Þ

and

q¼

@ ln c
@ ln V


:

ð4Þ

T

It has been demonstrated by ﬁrst-principles molecular
dynamics (FPMD) studies (Stixrude and Karki, 2005;
Karki et al., 2006, 2007; de Koker et al., 2008; Stixrude
et al., 2009) that the Grüneisen parameters of liquids
including MgSiO3, Mg2SiO4, SiO2, and MgO increase with
increasing compression (q in Eq. (4) is negative) as opposed
to solids for which the Grüneisen parameters decrease upon
compression (Anderson, 1995). This observation has also
been supported by shock-wave studies on silicate liquids
(Mosenfelder et al., 2009; Asimow and Ahrens, 2010).
Other non-metallic liquids including water and some organic liquids also have the negative volume dependence (q < 0)
(Boehler and Kennedy, 1977; Brown et al., 1988).

1.0
0.8

Di solid
Di glass
Di liquid
An solid
An glass
An liquid
Ab solid
Ab glass
Ab liquid

0.82 0.84 0.86 0.88 0.9

0.92 0.94 0.96

log(V/n) (cm3/mol)
Fig. 2. Bulk modulus–molar volume relationships for silicate
crystals, glasses, and liquids. Data for crystals, glasses, and liquids
are shown in blue, green, and red, respectively. Diamonds, squares,
and triangles are for Di, An, and Ab, respectively. Blue dashed
lines are predictions of Birch’s law, which are calculated based on
the temperature derivative of bulk modulus and thermal expansion
for Di, and the pressure derivatives of bulk modulus for An and
Ab. The bulk modulus and molar volume data are from Ai and
Lange (2008) for liquid Di and An, Kress et al. (1988) for liquid
Ab, Schilling et al. (2003) for glassy Di and An, and Wang (1989)
for glassy Ab. The bulk modulus of solid Di and its temperature
derivative are from Isaak et al. (2006). The bulk modulus of solid
An and Ab are from Angel (2004) and Tenner et al. (2007),
respectively. The molar volume and thermal expansivity of solid Di
at room-pressure are from Levien et al. (1979) and Fei (1995),
respectively. Molar volume of solid An and Ab at ambient
conditions are from Smyth and McCormick (1995) and Tenner
et al. (2007), respectively. The pressure derivative of bulk modulus
for An and Ab are from Angel (2004) and Tenner et al. (2007),
respectively. (For interpretation of the references to color in this
ﬁgure legend, the reader is referred to the web version of this
article.)
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on liquids have shown that the repulsive part of the potential controls the structure (or geometrical arrangement) of
the liquids (Chandler, 1978). The repulsive potential can
be further simpliﬁed as the hard sphere potential, where
the molecules in the liquids are considered as rigid spheres
(with inﬁnite strength) and they can move freely as far as
they do not overlap. The mutual interaction of molecules
is included only by the excluded volume eﬀect (i.e., inﬂuence of ﬁnite size of spheres). The pressure in the hard
sphere model is caused entirely by the entropy and the
EOS of a liquid takes a form that resembles that of a gas,
viz.,

0.165
En solid (Hugh-Jones & Angel, 1994)
En liquid (Funamori et al., 2004)
En glass (shimoda & Okuno, 2006)

Si-O distance (nm)

0.164
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0.160
0.159
0

2
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10

12

14

16

Pressure (GPa)
Fig. 3. Si–O interatomic distances in the MgSiO3 solid, glass, and
liquid at elevated pressures. The results for the liquid and the glass
are from Funamori et al. (2004) and Shimoda and Okuno (2006),
respectively. The average Si–O bond distance for orthoenstatite is
calculated from the results on the unit cell parameters at high
pressure by Hugh-Jones and Angel (1994).

P¼

RT
Uðf Þ;
V

ð5Þ

where V is the molar volume of the liquid, R is the gas constant, and Uðf Þ is a function that represents the excluded
volume eﬀect with f being the packing fraction deﬁned as
f 

Vm
;
V

ð6Þ

where V m is the volume occupied by a mole of spheres. For
a monatomic liquid, V m is given by

2.3. Radial distribution functions

1
V m ¼ pr3 N A ;
6

The diﬀerent behaviors of liquids, glasses, and solids
upon compression are also suggested by the studies on
the structural change with increasing pressure. The bond
length in liquids (average distance of the nearest neighbor
atoms) can be obtained by studying the radial distribution
function of liquids (RDF) using X-ray scattering (e.g.,
Funamori et al., 2004; Yamada et al., 2007) or molecular
dynamics (MD) simulations (e.g., Karki et al., 2007).
Fig. 3 shows the change in the Si–O bond distance as a
function of pressure for the MgSiO3 solid (in the orthoenstatite phase), glass and liquid. It can be seen that the
Si–O bond distance increases with pressure in the MgSiO3
liquid, while it decreases in the MgSiO3 crystal and glass
with similar pressure dependencies. This is consistent with
other observations that the compression mechanisms of liquids are diﬀerent from solids and glasses and implicates that
much of the compression in silicate liquids occurs through
the geometrical arrangement of liquid building blocks
whose sizes do not change much with compression, i.e.,
the entropic mechanism of compression plays a dominant
role over the internal energy contribution. These diﬀerences
in compressional properties between liquids and solids
cannot be fully understood by previous EOS models in
the geological literature, which are based on either the
purely empirical approaches or based on the physical
models developed for solids.

where r is the diameter of hard spheres; N A is the Avogadro’s constant. By taking the volume derivative of Eq.
(5), and using ð@f =@V ÞT ¼ f =V , one can obtain the bulk
modulus of the hard sphere liquids as

3. FORMULATION OF THE EQUATION OF STATE
3.1. Basic concepts of the hard sphere model for liquids
The interatomic potential may be separated into the
short-range repulsive part and the long-range attractive
part (see textbooks on theories of liquids, e.g., Hansen
and McDonald, 2006). Molecular dynamics simulations

KT ¼

ð7Þ

RT
RT d
½f Uðf Þ:
Cðf Þ ¼
V
V df

ð8Þ

The key is to formulate Uðf Þ in Eqs. (5) and (8) for various physical models of liquids.
For the one-component system, the equation of state of
hard sphere liquids can be given as (Reiss et al., 1959;
Thiele, 1963; Wertheim, 1963),
Uðf Þ ¼

1 þ f þ f2
ð1  f Þ3

ð9Þ

;

and hence
Cðf Þ ¼

1 þ 4f þ 4f 2
ð1  f Þ4

:

ð10Þ

Eq. (9) successfully explains the results from numerical
simulations on hard sphere liquids (e.g., Henderson, 1964).
Guillot and Sarda (2006) ﬁrst applied the hard sphere
EOS to the compression of some silicate melts assuming
the melt is a single component system. Although the eﬀect
of composition cannot be studied by the one-component
hard-sphere EOS, the success of Guillot and Sarda (2006)
shows its potential as a starting point for a more precise
EOS for silicate liquids. To illustrate this, here we show that
the hard sphere EOS naturally explains the compressional
properties of silicate liquids reviewed in Section 2.
First, as seen from Eq. (8) the bulk modulus of a hard
sphere liquid depends strongly on the packing fraction of
the liquid, which is a result of the entropy-dominated
compression (through the excluded volume eﬀect). Upon
compression, the bulk modulus increases as the packing
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Fig. 4. Results of the simple hard sphere equation of state for a liquid with a molar volume of 20 cm3/mol at 1673 K. (a) P and K T as
functions of packing fraction. (b) K 0T and dT as functions of packing fraction.

fraction increases (Fig. 4a). Guillot and Sarda (2006) discovered that for a wide range of melt compositions including silica, MORB, peridotite, komatiite, and olivine melts,
the reduced density q (deﬁned as N A r3 =V ) “is remarkably
constant” (q ¼ 0:803  0:025). Therefore the packing fraction (Eqs. (6) and (7)) takes a narrow range of 0.42 ± 0.01
at room pressure. This corresponds to a narrow range of
bulk modulus that is consistent with the observation
(Fig. 1b).
Second, the hard sphere model predicts a volume (pressure) dependence of Grüneisen parameter that is consistent
with the observations for non-metallic liquids. To demonstrate this, we calculate the volume dependence of Grüneisen parameter (Eq. (3)) using the volume dependencies of
thermal expansivity, bulk modulus, and heat capacity.
The volume dependence of heat capacity has not been measured experimentally for silicate liquids, but was estimated
to be relatively small and negligible using thermodynamic
relations (Bottinga, 1985). Results of ﬁrst-principles molecular dynamic simulations on silicate liquids (e.g., Stixrude
and Karki, 2005; Karki et al., 2006, 2007; de Koker et al.,
2008) showed the change in heat capacity over the pressure
range of 130 GPa is about 10%. From thermodynamic
relations, the volume dependencies of thermal expansivity
and bulk modulus can be deﬁned as non-dimensional
parameters


@ ln a
dT ¼
ð11Þ
@ ln V T
and
K 0T ¼ 



@ ln K T
:
@ ln V T

ð12Þ

For the simple hard sphere EOS, a can be obtained by
taking the temperature derivative of Eq. (5) as
 
1 @P
1 ð1  f Þð1 þ f þ f 2 Þ
a¼
¼
:
ð13Þ
K T @T V
T
1 þ 4f þ 4f 2

Then K 0T and dT can be obtained by taking the volume
derivatives of Eqs. (8) and (13)
1 þ 9f þ 2f 2
1 þ f  2f 2
f ð4 þ 3f 2 þ 2f 3 Þ
:
dT ¼
ð1  f 3 Þð1 þ 2f Þ
K 0T ¼

ð14Þ
ð15Þ

Fig. 4b shows the calculated K 0T and dT as functions of f
for the simple hard sphere liquid. The Grüneisen parameter
as a function of volume is therefore given by
 q
V0
c ¼ c0
;
ð16Þ
V
with
q ¼ dT  K 0T þ 1:
From thermodynamic relations


1
@K T
K 0T  dT ¼
aK T @T V

ð17Þ

ð18Þ

is the intrinsic temperature dependence of bulk modulus.
This quantity controls the behavior of c upon compression.
For materials following the Birch’s law, K 0T ¼ dT (Anderson, 1989) and q ¼ 1, which is consistent with observations
(e.g., Anderson, 1974; Boehler and Ramakrishnan, 1980;
Stixrude and Lithgow-Bertelloni, 2005). For hard sphere
liquids, from Eqs. (14) and (15), we have
K 0T  dT ¼

ð1 þ 2f Þ2
:
1  f3

ð19Þ

Therefore for a packing fraction (f ) larger than 0,
K 0T  dT > 1, and q < 0 for hard sphere liquids, which
means that the Grüneisen parameter increases with increasing pressure.
These predictions agree qualitatively with the observations summarized in Section 2. However, the hard sphere
model cannot make quantitative predictions to actual
silicate liquids given the complex interatomic interactions
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that diﬀer from the hard sphere potential. In the following,
we will make some modiﬁcations to the hard sphere model
in two diﬀerent but closely related aspects. First, when we
treat actual silicate liquids with complex compositions, we
need to extend this equation of state to a multi-component
system. Second, in the simplest form, the hard sphere EOS
involves only the entropy term. Changes in internal energy
will certainly occur in a realistic liquid. This eﬀect needs to
be included in the actual application of this type of equation of state to silicate melts under deep Earth conditions.
3.2. Equation of state for hard sphere mixtures
We adopt the equation of state for a hard sphere mixture generalized from Eq. (9) by solving the Percus–Yevick
equation (Lebowitz, 1964; Lebowitz et al., 1965) to account
for the multiple components in silicate liquids such as SiO2
and MgO. It should be noted that similar equations with
higher accuracy have been developed for the hard sphere
mixtures (Mansoori et al., 1971; Hansen-Goos and Roth,
2006), but we use the Percus–Yevick equation as a starting
point for its simplicity. For a liquid composed of neutrally
charged hard spheres of diﬀerent sizes (i.e., no interaction
between the hard spheres except for the excluded volume effect), Uðf Þ becomes
1 þ ð1  3y 1 Þf þ ð1  3y 2 Þf 2
;
ð20Þ
Uðf ; y 1 ; y 2 Þ ¼
ð1  f Þ3
where
f ¼

m
Vm X
fi ;
¼
V
i¼1

ð21Þ

m is the number of components in the liquid and
m
m
X
X
1
Vm ¼
X i V mi ¼ pN A
X i r3i
6
i¼1
i¼1
fi ¼

V mi X i
1
¼
pr3 X i N A ;
V
6V i

ð22Þ
ð23Þ

where ri and X i are the hard sphere diameter and the mole
fraction
of the i-th component. X i is normalized as
Pm
i¼1 X i ¼ 1. y 1 and y 2 are the parameters representing the
interaction of spheres with diﬀerent sizes. They are functions of ri and X i , and are independent of molar volume.
m
X
y1 ¼
Dij ðri þ rj Þðri rj Þ1=2 ;
ð24Þ
j>i¼1

y2 ¼

m
X
j>i¼1

Dij

m  
X
fk ðri rj Þ1=2
k¼1

f

rk

ð25Þ

;

Dij ¼ ½ðfi fj Þ1=2 =f ½ðri  rj Þ2 =ri rj ðX i X j Þ1=2 :

ð26Þ

Again, the bulk modulus can be obtained by taking the
volume derivative of the equation of state (Ashcroft and
Langreth, 1967; Tomczyk, 1977; Suski and Tomczyk, 1981)

¼

The hard sphere mixture model developed for neutrally
charged spheres cannot be applied to real liquids directly
because there is no attractive force and the zero-pressure
volume is inﬁnite (see Eqs. (5) and (20)). Since we will use
room-pressure data to place constraints on sphere sizes, it
is necessary to introduce the attractive interaction. The
attraction in silicate liquids comes mainly from the Coulombic interactions between cations (such as Mg2+ and
Si4+) and anions (O2) in the liquids. The straightforward
approach is to develop a theory for charged hard sphere
mixtures. Despite the vast literature on this subject, available analytical models are mostly limited to the simplest
case: the restricted primitive model for binary mixtures with
equally sized and charged ions (Blum et al., 1992; Fisher
and Levin, 1993; Zhou and Stell, 1995; Zhou et al., 1995;
Guillot and Guissani, 1996), which is far less complicated
than real silicate liquid.
Since our purpose is to develop a simple equation of
state of silicate liquids that can be readily used for geochemical and geophysical modeling, we choose a more
empirical approach by modifying the hard sphere EOS with
a mean-ﬁeld adjustment. Longuet-Higgins and Widom
(1964) showed that for simple molecular liquids, the structure of liquids is mostly determined by the steeply changing
repulsive potential, which can be approximated as the hard
sphere potential, whereas the slowly varying attractive potential can be introduced as a uniform negative background
potential. This mean ﬁeld approach was later extended to
ionic liquids by Itami and Shimoji (1980) and McBroom
and McQuarrie (1983). Following this approach, we consider a silicate liquid as a mixture of hard spheres corresponding to diﬀerent melt components such as SiO2 and
MgO, and consider the electrostatic energy as a uniformly
distributed negative background potential, which does not
change the structure of a liquid but will modify the thermodynamic properties of liquids. Then the cohesion energy
can be viewed as a liquid analog of the Madelung energy
of solids. The equation of state is given as
P¼

RT
A
Uðf ; y 1 ; y 2 Þ  l ;
V
V

@
ðf UÞ
@f
1 þ ð4  6y 1 Þf þ ð4  3y 1  9y 2 Þf 2
ð1  f Þ4

:

ð27Þ

ð28Þ

where l is an exponent that depends on the nature of the
attractive force and is 4/3 for the Coulombic attraction
and A is a constant of volume that describes the importance
of the internal energy contribution. A can be evaluated by
setting P ¼ 0 in Eq. (28).
A ¼ RT U0 V l1
0 ;

with

Cðf ; y 1 ; y 2 Þ ¼

3.3. Attractive force and the internal energy contribution

ð29Þ

where U0 ¼ Uðf0 ; y 10 ; y 20 Þ and subscript “0” represents
room pressure values. Substituting (29) back into (28),
one gets
"
 l1 #
RT
V0
:
ð30Þ
U  U0
P¼
V
V
The isothermal bulk modulus can then be obtained as
"
 l1 #
RT
V0
KT ¼
;
ð31Þ
C  lU0
V
V

Equation of state of silicate melts

where U and C are given in Eqs. (20) and (27). At P ¼ 0, the
room-pressure bulk modulus is
KT0 ¼

RT
½C0  lU0 :
V0

ð32Þ

4. APPLICATION OF THE EQUATION OF STATE TO
SILICATE LIQUIDS
We consider a 5-component system including SiO2,
Al2O3, FeO, MgO, and CaO (hereafter referred to as the
CMASF system) as an example to demonstrate how the
proposed EOS is applied to real silicate liquids.
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4.1. Application of the equation of state to room-pressure
data
In this section, we calibrate the proposed EOS using
room-pressure data on density (or molar volume) and bulk
modulus. The proposed EOS (Eq. (30)) has a few parameters including the room-pressure molar volume V 0 and the
volume occupied by a mole of the hard spheres V m . Both V 0
and V m are compositional dependent. V 0 also depends on
temperature. V m is calculated from the hard sphere diameters (ri ) (Eq. (22)).
The room-pressure molar volume (V 0 ) is well described
by the ideal mixing model (e.g., Bottinga and Weill, 1970;
Lange, 1997), viz.,

Table 2
Sources of room-pressure relaxed sound velocity data.
System
Ai and Lange (2008)
SiO2–Al2O3–CaO

SiO2–Al2O3–MgO–CaO

SiO2–MgO–CaO

Webb and Courtial (1996)
SiO2–Al2O3–CaO
Secco et al. (1991)
SiO2–Al2O3–MgO–CaO
Rivers and Carmichael (1987)
SiO2–MgO–CaO
SiO2–Al2O3–CaO
SiO2–CaO
SiO2–Al2O3–MgO–CaO
SiO2–FeO
SiO2–Na2O
SiO2–K2O
SiO2–MgO
SiO2–Al2O3–MgO–CaO–Na2O
SiO2–MgO–Na2O
SiO2–Al2O3–FeO–MgO–CaO–Na2O
Kress et al. (1988)
SiO2–Al2O3–Na2O

SiO2–Na2O

Sample

Number of observations

Temperature (K)

RC-14
LC-4
LC-8
LC-9
LC-10
LC-11
LC-12
LC-13
SN-4
SN-13
LC-14
LC-15

6
6
5
5
6
8
6
8
2
6
6
10

1837–1880
1780–1884
1809–1883
1790–1893
1727–1873
1746–1895
1736–1893
1758–1887
1817–1881
1736–1893
1699–1887
1683–1893

Ca53.12
Ca38.27

36
27

1623–1823
1673–1823

An36Di64

2

1558–1831

Di
An
CaSiO3
An50Di50
Fe2SiO4
Fs-2
Na2Si2O5
Na2SiO3
K2Si2O5
MgSiO3
Ab50Di50
Ab33An33Di33
SN-10
Jor-44

6
4
4
8
2
7
8
2
2
4
6
3
2
6

1698–1758
1833
1836
1573–1673
1503–1653
1598–1693
1556–1693
1458–1573
1553–1693
1913
1598–1698
1698
1663–1723
1703–1803

6
7
5
2
5
13
11
7

1599–1684
1594–1695
1891
1690
1891
1689–1894
1487–1683
1556–1693

8
9
10
15
B
K
A (1–11)
A (12–20)

m
X

ð33Þ

V 0i X i :

i¼1

Note that the mole fraction deﬁned in this study is diﬀerent from the common deﬁnition used in the ideal mixing
model, since a mole of Al2O3 has two moles of Al3+ cations
and hence will be considered as two moles of spheres. As a
result, the molar volume for AlO1.5, which is half of the
molar volume of Al2O3, must be applied in Eq. (33). The
ideal mixing model is widely used and can give excellent
results on melt densities (within 1% to experimental values).
Therefore the same approach is applied here to calibrate
V 0 . The hard sphere diameter (ri ) for each melt component
is then calibrated by room-pressure bulk modulus using Eq.
(32). The room-pressure bulk modulus can be obtained by
ultrasonic sound velocity measurements
1
V 0 T V 0 a20
¼ 2 þ
;
KT0
c
CP 0

ð34Þ

where c is the measured sound velocity for silicate liquids.
a0 and C P 0 are room-pressure values of the thermal expansivity and heat capacity of silicate liquids, which can be calculated by the ideal-mixing model (e.g., Lange and
Navrotsky, 1992; Lange, 1997).
For the CMASF system, we start from the most recent
data set on sound velocity given by Ai and Lange (2008)
to calibrate our equation of state. In addition to this data
set, results of Webb and Courtial (1996), Secco et al.
(1991), and Rivers and Carmichael (1987) are also included
in the calibration. Only relaxed sound velocity data that do
not depend on the frequency of the measurements are used.
The sources of the experimental data used in the calibration
are summarized in Table 2. Excluding the data for FeObearing liquids, this data set is similar to the one used in
Ai and Lange (2008) to calibrate the ideal-mixing model
of compressibility for CMAS liquid. In total, 170 observations are included in the data set for 21 diﬀerent compositions. Room-pressure molar volume and thermal
expansivity are calculated from the ideal-mixing model.
Partial molar quantities except for the FeO component
are from the calibration of Lange (1997). For the FeO component, results of Kress and Carmichael (1991) are used.
Room-pressure heat capacity C P 0 is calculated from the calibration of Lange and Navrotsky (1992).
A non-linear least squares regression with ﬁve parameters in total for the 5-component system was conducted.

Table 3
Calibrated hard-sphere diameters for melt components in the CMASF system using Eq. (32).
Component

ri (nm)

SiO2
Al2O3
FeO
MgO
CaO

0.3346 ± 0.0006
0.3001 ± 0.0004
0.2761 ± 0.0007
0.2628 ± 0.0012
0.3099 ± 0.0007

Uncertainties represent one r error estimates. The
adjusted R2 for the regression is 0.848. The root
mean squared error (s) of the ﬁt is 0.589.

Regressed results of ri for each cation are listed in Table
3 along with the one-sigma error (r) estimates for the
parameters. Fig. 5 shows the comparison of the predicted
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Fig. 5. Comparison of the predicted room-pressure bulk modulus
K T 0 for the CMASF system using the proposed EOS and
parameters in Table 3 with experimental data. Symbols with
diﬀerent colors represent diﬀerent melt compositions. Symbols with
the same color are for the same melt composition but measured at
diﬀerent temperatures and frequencies. The diagonal line shows 1:1
correlation of the axes. (For interpretation of the references to
color in this ﬁgure legend, the reader is referred to the web version
of this article.)
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Fig. 6. Comparison of the predicted room-pressure bulk modulus
for CaMgSi2O6 (Di) liquid with experimental results. The red
dashed curve is the calculated K T 0 using temperature-independent
sphere diameters in Table 3; the blue solid curve is the calculated
K T 0 using temperature-dependent sphere diameters in Table 4; The
black solid circles are the experimental results of Ai and Lange
(2008). (For interpretation of the references to color in this ﬁgure
legend, the reader is referred to the web version of this article.)
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4.2. Temperature dependence of sphere diameters
We introduce the temperature dependence of hard
sphere diameters by considering the fact that the repulsive
potential between two spheres in the liquids is not precisely
the hard sphere potential, i.e., spheres have ﬁnite strength.
As a result, the potential energy is higher but remains ﬁnite
when the distance between spheres is smaller. At a higher
temperature, the kinetic energy is higher due to the higher
average velocity of the spheres. The kinetic energy can be
converted to the potential energy of spheres during the
elastic collision of spheres, and as a result the eﬀective
sphere diameters decrease with increasing temperature
(e.g., Stillinger, 1961; Andersen et al., 1971). For the inverse
power law repulsive potential that was widely used for soft
spheres (e.g., Rowlinson, 1964; Ben-Amotz and Stell, 2004),
the eﬀective sphere diameter (r) can be evaluated by equating the repulsive potential energy to the kinetic energy at
temperature T
e
¼ kBT :
ð35Þ
rs
where e is a constant, s is the power of the potential. Therefore the eﬀective hard-sphere diameter for the i-th component is

1
T ref si
ri ðT Þ ¼ ri;T ref
;
ð36Þ
T
where ri;T ref is the hard sphere diameter at the reference
temperature T ref . Therefore we can deﬁne the temperature
dependence of ri as
gi 

d ln ri
1
¼ :
si
d ln T

ð37Þ

Using the same set of experimental data for the CMASF
system in Table 2, we conduct another non-linear least
squares regression to constrain ri;T ref and gi (10 parameters
in total for the 5-component system, which is identical to
the number of parameters used in the ideal-mixing model
when calculating room-pressure bulk modulus). Calibrated
ri;T ref and gi with one-sigma error estimates for each

Table 4
Calibrated hard-sphere diameters and their temperature dependencies for melt components in the CMASF system using Eq. (32).
Component

ri;T ref (nm)

gi ¼ d ln ri =d ln T

SiO2
Al2O3
FeO
MgO
CaO

0.3356 ± 0.0004
0.3012 ± 0.0003
0.2744 ± 0.0004
0.2627 ± 0.0007
0.3102 ± 0.0006

0.08 ± 0.01
0.04 ± 0.01
0.01 ± 0.02
0.14 ± 0.04
0.02 ± 0.02

Reference temperature (T ref ) is 1673 K. Uncertainties represent
one r error estimates. The adjusted R2 for the regression is 0.981.
The root mean squared error (s) of the ﬁt is 0.073.

component are listed in Table 4. The relative uncertainties
in the ﬁtted hard sphere diameters are rather small (0.1–
0.3%). However, the uncertainties in the temperature
dependence of hard sphere diameter are large because the
temperature range in sound velocity measurements (see Table 2) is not very large (less than 250 K, and only 100 K for
many compositions). It should also be noted that gi is positive for the MgO component, which is inconsistent with our
physical picture of the temperature eﬀect on hard-sphere
diameters. This may be either due to the complex interaction between diﬀerent melt components (for example, the
Mg–O coordination likely depends on temperature and
melt composition (George and Stebbins, 1998)), or due to
the narrow temperature range of the sound velocity data,
which will be better constrained when experimental data
for a larger temperature range become available.
The predicted bulk moduli for CMAS liquids using the
parameters in Table 4 are compared with experimental
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24

K T in GPa (Calculated)

K T 0 and experimental measurements for the diﬀerent melt
compositions represented by diﬀerent colors. The overall
goodness of the ﬁt is fair with a maximum residual in K T 0
of about 2 GPa (10%). The adjusted R2 is 0.848 and the root
mean squared error (s) of the ﬁt is 0.589. A detailed analysis
of Fig. 5 reveals that with one parameter for each melt component, the proposed model can explain the eﬀect of composition fairly well. However, the predicted results for
each composition at various temperatures are less satisfactory. For example, Fig. 6 shows that the predicted K T 0 for
the diopside (Di) melt increases with increasing temperature
(dashed line), which is opposite to the temperature dependence of experimental data (solid circles) from Ai and
Lange (2008). This comparison indicates that the model
with constant sphere sizes can explain properties such as
the compositional dependence but must be modiﬁed in order to explain the temperature dependence of bulk
modulus.
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Fig. 7. Comparison of the predicted room-pressure bulk modulus
K T 0 for the CMASF system with experimental measurements. Blue
circles represent the predictions of the proposed EOS and parameters in Table 4; red squares represent the predictions of Ai and
Lange (2008). (For interpretation of the references to color in this
ﬁgure legend, the reader is referred to the web version of this
article.)
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results in Fig. 7. The overall ﬁt has been signiﬁcantly
improved from the previous regression (Fig. 5). The
adjusted R2 is 0.981 and the root mean squared error (s)
of the ﬁt is 0.073. We also compare our results with those
of the ideal-mixing model by Ai and Lange (2008) in
Fig. 7 as similar data sets were used for the calibration of
both models. The predictions made by the proposed EOS
are as good as the ideal-mixing model. The solid line in
Fig. 6 shows that the calculated room-pressure bulk modulus for CaMgSi2O6 (Di) liquid as a function of temperature
is consistent with the experimental observations from Ai
and Lange (2008). Thus the proposed equation of state with
temperature-dependent sphere diameters can reproduce the
room-pressure bulk modulus and its temperature dependence well at least for the Di composition (but not limited
to the Di composition as suggested by the improved ﬁtting
in Fig. 7 from Fig. 5).

Table 5
Calibrated hard-sphere diameters and their temperature dependencies for melt components in the CMASFNK system using Eq. (32).
Component

ri;T ref (nm)

gi ¼ d ln ri =d ln T

SiO2
Al2O3
FeO
MgO
CaO
Na2O
K2O

0.3371 ± 0.0005
0.3031 ± 0.0006
0.2730 ± 0.0008
0.2610 ± 0.0013
0.3065 ± 0.0009
0.3517 ± 0.0010
0.4007 ± 0.0037

0.06 ± 0.02
0.12 ± 0.03
0.04 ± 0.04
0.08 ± 0.06
0.01 ± 0.03
0.12 ± 0.03
0.17 ± 0.15

Reference temperature (T ref ) is 1673 K. Uncertainties represent
one r error estimates. The adjusted R2 for the regression is 0.963.
The root mean squared error (s) of the ﬁt is 0.431.

Using the same approach demonstrated for the CMASF
system, we also calibrate our proposed EOS for liquids with
seven components including CaO, MgO, FeO, Al2O3, SiO2,
Na2O, and K2O (CMASFNK). Again, the room-pressure
molar volume, thermal expansion, and heat capacity are
calculated from the ideal-mixing model as for the CMASF
system. In addition to the sound velocity data for the
CMASF system, experimental data from Kress et al.
(1988) and Rivers and Carmichael (1987) on Na- and Kbearing melts are included in the calibration (Table 2).
There is only one composition that contains K2O in the
data set. Results on K2SiO3 from Rivers and Carmichael
(1987) are excluded since the sample dissolved a signiﬁcant
amount of MoO2 (4.7 wt%) in the melt. Some other ultrasonic results on the potassium-bearing liquids including
Bockris and Kojonen (1960) and Baidov and Kunin
(1968) are not included in the regression since the measured
sound velocities cannot be conﬁrmed to be relaxed (Lange
and Carmichael, 1990; Kress and Carmichael, 1991). In total, there are 259 observations of sound velocity data for 37
diﬀerent liquid compositions.
The calibrated hard sphere diameters and their temperature dependencies for the 7-component system are listed
in Table 5. The uncertainties in the parameters for the
K2O component are quite large compared to other components due to the limited number of samples that contain
K2O. Fig. 8a shows the comparison of model predicted
bulk moduli with experimental values. The overall ﬁtting
is good with an adjusted R2 of 0.963 and s of 0.431. For
most compositions without Na2O, the residuals are less
than 1 GPa (better than 5%). However, for the Na-bearing
liquids, the predicted results are less good with a maximum
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Fig. 8. Comparison of the predicted room-pressure bulk modulus K T 0 for the CMASFNK system using the proposed EOS with experimental
data. Red squares represent Na2O-bearing liquids and blue circles represent Na2O-free compositions. (a) Regression results without the
interaction term between Na2O and Al2O3 (regressed parameters are in Table 5); (b) regression with the interaction term between Na2O and
Al2O3 (regressed parameters are in Table 6). (For interpretation of the references to color in this ﬁgure legend, the reader is referred to the web
version of this article.)
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Table 6
Calibrated hard-sphere diameters and their temperature dependencies for melt components in the CMASFNK system using Eq. (32)
with the Na2O–Al2O3 interaction term (Eq. (38)).
Component

ri;T ref (nm)

gi ¼ d ln ri =d ln T

SiO2
Al2O3
FeO
MgO
CaO
Na2O
K2O
cNa2 O–Al2 O3

0.3370 ± 0.0004
0.3010 ± 0.0004
0.2732 ± 0.0006
0.2607 ± 0.0010
0.3084 ± 0.0007
0.3466 ± 0.0008
0.4010 ± 0.0026
0.17 ± 0.01a

0.06 ± 0.01
0.05 ± 0.02
0.04 ± 0.03
0.10 ± 0.04
0.05 ± 0.02
0.04 ± 0.03
0.16 ± 0.11
–

Reference temperature (T ref ) is 1673 K. Uncertainties represent
one r error estimates. The adjusted R2 for the regression is 0.981.
The root mean squared error (s) of the ﬁt is 0.221.
a
cNa2 O–Al2 O3 is a non-dimensional parameter.

residual of 2.3 GPa (15%). This is possibly due to the
interaction between the Na2O and the Al2O3 components
to maintain local charge balance, which has already been
reported by Kress et al. (1988) and Ghiorso and Kress
(2004) for the ideal mixing model of bulk modulus. In these
models, better ﬁtting results were achieved by introducing
the Na2O–Al2O3 cross-composition term, i.e., a composition dependent partial molar compressibility for the Na2O
component.
Similarly, cross-composition terms can also be introduced to the proposed EOS by assuming compositional
dependent hard sphere diameters. In the case of
Na2O–Al2O3 interaction, the eﬀective hard sphere diameter
for the Na2O component can be given by including an interaction parameter cNa2 O–Al2 O3
r0Na2 O ¼ rNa2 O ð1 þ X Al2 O3 cNa2 OAl2 O3 Þ:

ð38Þ

It is likely that K2O interacts with Al2O3 too, but a
K2O–Al2O3 interaction term cannot be resolved due to
the scarce data on K2O-bearing melts. Therefore in this
study, only Na2O–Al2O3 interaction term is included. Calibrated parameters with the Na2O–Al2O3 cross term are
listed in Table 6, and compared with measurements in
Fig. 8b. It can be seen that most parameters except for
the results of the Na2O and Al2O3 components remain similar values as the previous regression (Table 5) and the
regression for the CMASF system (Table 4), while the
hard-sphere diameter for the Na2O component increases
with the Al2O3 component. The introduction of the interaction term signiﬁcantly improves the overall ﬁtting with an
adjusted R2 of 0.981 and s of 0.221.
4.4. Prediction of density at high pressure and the
deformability of spheres
If the assumption that spheres have inﬁnite strength remains valid at high pressure, then we can apply the EOS for
high-pressure properties without introducing additional
parameters. Given the calibrated EOS parameters for the
CMASF system in Table 4 as well as the room pressure
molar volumes calculated from the ideal-mixing model,
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we calculate the compressional curves for a few peridotitic
melts (Fig. 9a) and basaltic melts (Fig. 9b) whose densities
were measured by the sink/ﬂoat experiments (Agee and
Walker, 1993; Suzuki et al., 1998; Suzuki and Ohtani,
2003). It can be seen that the predicted densities of all melt
compositions are somewhat smaller than the experimental
data especially at high pressures. The assumption of constant sphere size at high pressure has to be modiﬁed in order to explain the density data at high pressure.
A straightforward modiﬁcation is to introduce the volume dependence of the sphere diameters. For the i-th
component,


V
ri ðT Þ ¼ ri0 ðT Þ
V0

n3i
;

ð39Þ

where ni deﬁnes the deformability of the i-th sphere and is
assumed to be independent of V and T for simplicity. The
volume of molecules changes upon compression can be deﬁned as a deformability parameter, viz.,


m
@ ln V m
1 X
n
¼
X i V mi ni :
ð40Þ
@ ln V T V m i¼1
The volume derivatives of all other quantities that depend on V m should also be modiﬁed accordingly using
Eq. (40). For example, the volume dependence of packing
fraction changes to
@f
f
¼ ðn  1Þ:
V
@V

ð41Þ

Similarly, the equation of state should be diﬀerent than
Eq. (28) since it is obtained by taking the volume derivative
of Helmholtz free energy of the liquids. The entropic contribution (excluded volume eﬀect) to the Helmholtz free energy has the form of (e.g., Hansen and McDonald, 2006)
"
#
f
3 ð2f  f 2 Þ
F ev ¼ RT ln
þ
:
ð42Þ
1  f 2 ð1  f Þ2
Taking the volume derivative of Eq. (42) gives
P ev ¼

RT
ð1  nÞU;
V

ð43Þ

which is diﬀerent from Eq. (5) by a factor of ð1  nÞ due to
the deformability of the spheres. The attractive energy term
(Coulombic term) remains the same as in Eq. (28) since it is
a long-range interaction and does not depend on V m .
In addition to the entropic contribution and the attractive energy term, the repulsive energy also needs to be considered to account for the strain energy stored in the
deformed spheres. We assume the repulsive potential takes
the same inverse power-law form for all melt components,
that is, U rep / 1=rsm / 1=V m1
m , where m ¼ s=3 þ 1. Note that
the repulsive energy is a short-range potential, which controls the local structure of a liquid and hence should be a
function of V m . Based on the results of ionic crystals, s
can be related to K 0T 0 of the material (e.g., Poirier, 2000)
as K 0T 0 ¼ ðs þ 7Þ=3. If K 0T 0 is 4 as in the case of many crystals, then s has a value of about 5. The pressure due to the
repulsive energy can be given by
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Fig. 9. Compression curves calculated from the proposed equation of state assuming spheres are rigid at high pressures. Parameters in Table 4
are used. (a) Peridotitic melts; (b) basaltic melts. Diﬀerent colors represent diﬀerent melt compositions. Experimental results (symbols) were
determined by the sink/ﬂoat technique (see Table 7 for data sources). (For interpretation of the references to color in this ﬁgure legend, the
reader is referred to the web version of this article.)

P rep ¼ 

@U rep
1
/ ðm  1Þf n m :
@V
Vm

ð44Þ

Combining Eqs. (43), (44), and (28), we obtain the modiﬁed equation of state considering the deformability of
spheres
P¼

RT
A f nB
ð1  nÞU  l þ m ;
V
V
Vm

ð45Þ

where l ¼ 4=3 and m ¼ 8=3; A and B are constants that do
not depend on volume. B can be obtained by letting n ¼ 1
and P ¼ 0. Eq. (45) then reduces to
B¼

V m1
m0
A:
V l1
0

ð46Þ

Constant A can be obtained by letting n ¼ 0 and P ¼ 0.
The result for A is the same as in Eq. (29). Substituting Eq.
(29) and (46) back to Eq. (45), the ﬁnal form of the equation of state can be derived as

"

m1 #
 l1
RT
V0
V m0
P¼
;
þ nU0
ð1  nÞU  U0
V
V
Vm

ð47Þ

and the bulk modulus can be obtained by taking the volume
derivative of Eq. (47)
"
 l1
RT
V0
ð1  nÞ2 C þ ðf þ ð1  nÞnÞU  lU0
KT ¼
V
V

m1 #
V m0
;
ð48Þ
þ U0 ðn  f þ ðm  1Þn2 Þ
Vm
where
f¼

m
@n
1 X
X i V mi n2i  n2 :
¼
V m i¼1
@ ln V

ð49Þ

The room-pressure bulk modulus is thus given by
i
RT h
ð1  n0 Þ2 C0 þ U0 ð2n0 þ ðm  2Þn20  lÞ :
ð50Þ
KT 0 ¼
V0

Table 7
Sources of high-pressure density data from sink/ﬂoat experiments.
Composition

Sample

Pressure (GPa)

Temperature (K)

Sources

Peridotitic

KLB-1
IT8720
MA
MA
PHN1611
PHN1611
Pyrolite
Picrite
Komatiite
Komatiite
MORB
MORB
MORB

8.2
16.3
16
7.4
13.5
20.5
22.1
14.5
8.9
6
5.85
14.9
15.1

2273
2543
2603
2163
2303
2633
2633
2773
2173
2073
1673
2473
2773

Agee and Walker (1993)
Suzuki et al. (1998)
Suzuki et al. (1998)
Suzuki et al. (1998)
Suzuki and Ohtani (2003)
Suzuki and Ohtani (2003)
Suzuki and Ohtani (2003)
Ohtani and Maeda (2001)
Agee and Walker (1993)
Agee and Walker (1993)
Agee (1998)
Ohtani and Maeda (2001)
Ohtani and Maeda (2001)

Picritic
Komatiitic
Basaltic
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Table 8
Calibrated sphere diameters and their temperature dependencies for melt components in the CMASF system assuming the sphere diameters
are also volume dependent.
Component

ri;T ref (nm)

gi ¼ ð@ ln ri =@ ln T ÞV

ni ¼ 3ð@ ln ri =@ ln V ÞT

SiO2
Al2O3
FeO
MgO
CaO

0.365 ± 0.001
0.328 ± 0.002
0.257 ± 0.008
0.277 ± 0.002
0.335 ± 0.003

0.02 ± 0.01
0.03 ± 0.01
0.00 ± 0.02
0.00 ± 0.02
0.14 ± 0.02

0.62 ± 0.04
0.66 ± 0.06
0.68 ± 0.28
0.22 ± 0.07
0.66 ± 0.08

Reference temperature (T ref ) is 1673 K. Uncertainties represent one r error estimates.
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Fig. 10. Compression curves calculated from the proposed equation of state assuming that spheres are deformable at high pressure. (a)
Peridotitic melts; (b) basaltic melts. Diﬀerent colors represent diﬀerent melt compositions. Experimental results (symbols) were determined by
the sink/ﬂoat technique (see Table 7 for data sources). Solid lines are calculated by assuming component-speciﬁc volume dependencies of
sphere diameters (ni ), using parameters in Table 8. Dashed lines are calculated by assuming a single n for all components, using parameters in
Table 9. (For interpretation of the references to color in this ﬁgure legend, the reader is referred to the web version of this article.)

Table 9
Calibrated sphere diameters and their temperature dependencies for melt components in the CMASF system assuming the sphere diameters
are also volume dependent.
Component

ri;T ref (nm)

gi ¼ ð@ ln ri =@ ln T ÞV

n ¼ 3ð@ ln r=@ ln V ÞT

SiO2
Al2O3
FeO
MgO
CaO

0.3612 ± 0.0006
0.3242 ± 0.0006
0.2935 ± 0.0007
0.2827 ± 0.0007
0.3311 ± 0.0008

0.03 ± 0.01
0.02 ± 0.01
0.02 ± 0.02
0.08 ± 0.01
0.12 ± 0.02

0.53 ± 0.01a

Reference temperature (T ref ) is 1673 K. Uncertainties represent one r error estimates.
a
n takes the same value for all melt components.

The deformability of spheres (ni ) must be constrained by
high-pressure experimental data. Table 7 summarizes the
density data determined from sink/ﬂoat experiments. A
regression was conducted using Eqs. (47) and (50) simultaneously
with data
P
P in Tables 2 and 7 by minimizing
½ i ðP i  P Þ2 þ j ðK T 0j  KÞ2 , where P i is the pressure
for the i-th density measurement and K T 0j is the bulk mod-

ulus for the j-th bulk modulus measurement. The regressed
parameters are listed in Table 8. Predicted compression
curves are plotted as solid lines in Fig. 10a for peridotitic
melts and in Fig. 10b for basaltic melts. In contrast to
Fig. 9a and b, the density data at high pressure can be
reproduced very well. The residuals in calculated density
and experimental measurements are less than 1% and about
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0.5% for most compositions, which are similar to the experimental uncertainties. Therefore the introduction of the
deformability of spheres can signiﬁcantly improve the ﬁtting for high-pressure density data.
Since the regressed values of ni have large uncertainties
due to the limited data at high pressures, we may simplify
the model by using an average n in the regression. Using
the same data sets (Tables 2 and 7), we can obtain the
EOS parameters in Table 9. Predicted compression curves
based on this model are shown as dashed lines in Fig. 10a
and b. It can be seen that the density data can be reproduced quite well by using a single n ¼ 0:53 for all component, although there exists some diﬀerence between the
predicted compression curves.
4.5. Predictions of other compressional properties at high
pressure
In this section we use a Fe-rich peridotitic melt composition MA (see Suzuki et al. (1998) for the chemical composition of this melt) as an example to demonstrate how the
proposed equation of state can be applied to calculate
compressional properties at high pressure including bulk
modulus (K T ), thermal expansivity (a), and Grüneisen
parameter (c). Bulk modulus (K T ) can be calculated directly

a

from Eq. (48). Fig. 11a shows the calculated K T as a function of pressure for the MA melt at 2603 K. The pressure
derivative of bulk modulus (K 0T 0 ) is estimated to be about
7.0. Thermal expansivity (a) as a function of pressure can
be obtained by taking the temperature derivative of
Eq. (47). The detail derivation of thermal expansivity at
high pressure is presented in Appendix B. Fig. 11b shows
that thermal expansivity for the MA melt decreases
from about 1  104 K1 at room pressure to about
5:4  105 K1 at 25 GPa. From Eq. (11), The volume
dependence of thermal expansivity (dT ) can be estimated
to be about 2.1, which is much smaller than the typical values for solids (about 4).
Given the calculated results for bulk modulus (K T ), and
thermal expansivity (a) at high pressure, Grüneisen parameter (c) can be calculated using Eq. (3). Fig. 11c shows that
the predicted Grüneisen parameters for the MA melt decreases with compression. The volume dependence of
Grüneisen parameter (q) can be estimated (from its deﬁnition in Eq. (4)) to be about 3.9, which is a negative value
in contrast to q ¼ 1 for materials that follow Birch’s law.
According to Eq. (17), the negative value of q for liquids
comes mainly from the distinct thermal properties of liquids
represented by a small value of dT compared to K 0T , which is
a direct consequence of the entropy contribution as

b

320

−5

12

x 10

280
10

200

α (K−1)

KT (GPa)

240

160
120
80

8
6
4

40
0

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

2
0

40

5

10

15

P (GPa)

c

20

25

30

35

40

P (GPa)

2
1.8
1.6

γ

1.4
1.2
1
0.8
0.6
0.4
0.7

0.75

0.8

0.85

0.9

0.95

1

V/V0
Fig. 11. Predicted compressional properties at high pressures for the peridotitic melt MA at 2603 K. (a) Bulk modulus; (b) thermal
expansivity; (c) Grüneisen parameter.

Equation of state of silicate melts

demonstrated by the simple hard-sphere model. If we compare the predicted volume dependence of Grüneisen parameter (q) with previous results on silicate liquids, we ﬁnd that
the calculated value is somewhat smaller (larger in absolute
value) than the estimates (about 1.6 to 2.0) from numerical simulations and shock-wave experiments on the
Mg2SiO4 and MgSiO3 liquids (Stixrude and Karki, 2005;
Mosenfelder et al., 2009). Two factors may contribute to
this discrepancy: basically the inﬂuence of compression
and temperature. (1) The prediction of the Grüneisen
parameter for the MA melt is based on the calibration of
EOS using experimental data up to only 25 GPa, but the
observations are based on shock-wave experiments and
numerical simulations that cover a much larger range of
pressure from room pressure to 130 GPa. The extrapolation
of the EOS to such high pressures will introduce some
uncertainty in the calculated Grüneisen parameter due to

4.6. Application of the EOS to extreme pressures up to
130 GPa
Our previous calibration of the EOS parameters (Tables
8 and 9) is limited to sink/ﬂoat data up to 25 GPa. The

b
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the uncertainties in the calibrated sphere diameters and
their volume dependencies. (2) The calculated volume
dependence of Grüneisen parameter (q) is obtained for an
isothermal compression at 2603 K, but both shock-wave
data and numerical simulation results were obtained at very
high temperatures from 3000 to 6000 K or even higher and
q was assumed to be a constant of temperature in these
studies. That is, the previous estimated q is an average value
over a wide range of high temperatures. We will discuss the
application of our EOS to these very high pressure–
temperature conditions in the next section.
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Fig. 12. Comparison of predicted density for Di (blue circles) and Di64–An36 (red circles) with shock-wave data. (a) EOS parameters in Table
9 are used; (b) shock data are included in the calculation; (c) the deformability of spheres is assumed to depend on the packing fraction of the
liquid. Parameters in Table 11 are used. The diagonal line shows 1:1 correlation of the axes. (For interpretation of the references to color in
this ﬁgure legend, the reader is referred to the web version of this article.)
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validity of this calibration at very high pressures may be
examined by the density data determined by shock-wave
experiments from 5 to 130 GPa (e.g., Rigden et al., 1988,
1989; Miller et al., 1991; Chen et al., 2002; Asimow and
Ahrens, 2010). Fig. 12a compares the calculated density
for Di (diopside) and Di64An36 (diopside–anorthite eutectic) using the proposed EOS and parameters in Table 9 to
the density determined by shock-wave experiments
(Asimow and Ahrens, 2010). The shock temperatures for
the data are calculated based on the P–V–T EOS provided
in Asimow and Ahrens (2010) (Table 10). The diﬀerence
between the predicted density and experimental data is less
than 1% at 40 GPa, but increases with pressure and can be
as large as 10% at pressures higher than 80 GPa. Consequently, the previous calibration may not be applicable to
pressures higher than 40 GPa.
Ideally, we can incorporate all shock-wave data into our
data set to extend the pressure range of the EOS. However,
most shock data currently available have poorly estimated
shock temperatures due to two major reasons: (1) The volume dependence of the Grüneisen parameter (q) is often assumed to be 1 in these calculations, which is not consistent
with the new observations for liquids (e.g., Asimow and
Ahrens, 2010); (2) The speciﬁc heat (C V ) is often assumed
to be 3R/mol atm (the Dulong–Petite value for solid materials), which could be more than 50% less than the real liquid values (Richet and Neuville, 1992). The combination
of these two can result in an uncertainty in shock temperature of more than 1000 K, which is a serious problem for
the EOS calibration given the large thermal expansivity of
silicate melts at high pressure. Therefore we will only include the shock data for Di and Di64An36 melts from Asimow and Ahrens (2010) to calibrate our EOS since the
Grüneisen parameter and its volume dependence (q) were
Table 10
Estimated shock temperatures for Di and Di64An36 based on the
shock data and EOS provided in Asimow and Ahrens (2010).

better determined from their data without just assuming
q ¼ 1. Anorthite (An) melt has also been studied in Asimow
and Ahrens (2010) but will not be included in the calibration because the data show some very complicated compressional behavior (a possible abrupt structural change
at high pressure), which may require two equations of state
for both pressure ranges below and above the transition
pressure.
Since shock data for only two compositions will be included in the calculation, the deformability of spheres (ni )
for each melt component will be diﬃcult to resolve at high
pressure. Consequently, we will use a single deformability
parameter (n) for all components for the calibration. In
addition, the shock temperatures are higher when the pressures are higher, which makes the volume dependence of
sphere diameters hard to be isolated from the temperature
dependence. To avoid this trade-oﬀ between the temperature and volume dependencies, we use the same temperature dependence of sphere diameters in Table 9 calibrated
by using ultrasonic data and sink/ﬂoat data. After including the shock data for Di and Di64–An36 (Table 10), the
new regression gives a higher deformability (n ¼ 0:63) compared to the previous value of 0.53. Fig. 12b compares the
predicted density with that determined by shock experiments. Although the calculation of the density at pressures
higher than 80 GPa is improved, the calculated melt densities are too high at relatively low pressures due to the high
deformability of spheres. This means the predicted melts
are too compressible at relatively low pressures but not
compressible enough at high pressures. A likely reason
for this is that the deformability of spheres may not be constant but depend on the packing fraction of the liquid when
the EOS is applied over a wide range of pressures such as
from room pressure to 130 GPa.
A simple way to model this behavior is to deﬁne the
deformability of spheres to be a linear function of the packing fraction as


@ ln V m
n
¼ n0 þ sðf  f0 Þ;
ð51Þ
@ ln V T

Composition

Pressure
(GPa)

Density
(g/cm3)

Shock
temperature (K)

Di

8.7
13.9
14.1
21.5
32.8
38.2
39.3
84.7
114.3

3.14
3.36
3.42
3.47
3.79
4
3.99
4.67
4.73

1861
1999
2048
2093
2496
2908
2885
5562
5943

where n0 is the deformability of spheres at room pressure
and s determines how packing fraction inﬂuences n. The
equation of state remains the same as Eqs. (47), (48), and
(50), but it should be noted that f ¼ ð@n=@ ln V ÞT in Eq.
(48) becomes
f ¼ sf ð1  nÞ:
ð52Þ

4.5
6.7
10
15.6
15.8
24.2
29.3
33.8
41.3
85.8
109.9
127.5

2.96
3.14
3.27
3.52
3.47
3.85
3.91
3.91
4.17
4.51
4.83
4.9

1765
1836
1902
2081
2038
2473
2572
2572
3139
4426
6822
7647

d ln V
1
:
¼
d ln f
ðn0  1Þ þ sðf  f0 Þ

Di64An36

To solve the EOS, f and V m can be expressed as functions of V . Using Eq. (51), it can be shown that
ð53Þ

Then V can be integrated out as a function of f . After
some manipulation, one obtains
sf0 þ ð1  n0 Þ
:
ð54Þ
f ¼ f0
sf0 þ ð1  n0 ÞðV =V 0 Þsf0 þð1n0 Þ
Then the volume of spheres at high pressure can be obtain from
V m ¼ fV :

ð55Þ
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Table 11
Calibrated sphere diameters and their temperature and volume dependencies for melt components in the CMASF system assuming that the
deformability of spheres depends on packing fraction.
Component

ri;T ref (nm)

gi ¼ ð@ ln ri =@ ln T ÞV

n0

s

SiO2
Al2O3
FeO
MgO
CaO

0.350 ± 0.002
0.315 ± 0.001
0.287 ± 0.001
0.279 ± 0.001
0.325 ± 0.001

0.03 ± 0.01a
0.02 ± 0.01a
0.02 ± 0.02a
0.08 ± 0.01a
0.12 ± 0.02a

0.31 ± 0.03b

0.84 ± 0.05b

Reference temperature (T ref ) is 1673 K. Uncertainties represent one r error estimates.
a
Same values of gi in Table 9 are used.
b
All melt components have the same values of n0 and s.

Again, we use Eqs. (47) and (50) to calibrate all the data
including sound velocity data (Table 2), sink/ﬂoat density
data (Table 7), and the shock-wave density data (Table
10). The regressed n0 and s are 0.31 and 0.84, respectively
(Table 11). Given that the packing fractions for Di and
Di64–An36 change from about 0.4–0.5 at room pressure to
about 0.65–0.75 at 130 GPa, the deformability of spheres
increases from 0.31 to about 0.5. Fig. 12c shows the comparison of the predicted density with experimental data.
The experimental data can be reproduced well and no systematic deviation is observed in this case. Consequently,
with a packing-fraction dependent deformability, the proposed EOS can be successfully applied to model density
data at extreme pressures up to 130 GPa.
Now we can calculate the Grüneisen parameter at extreme pressures up to 130 GPa Eq. (3). The formulation
to calculate the thermal expansivity (a) is given in Appendix
B. The calculated Grüneisen parameters for the peridotitic
melt MA at high pressures and various temperatures from
2000 to 6000 K are plotted in Fig. 13 and compared with
observations. It can be seen that the volume dependence
of Grüneisen parameter (q) increases with temperature
from about 3 at 2000 K to about 2 at 4000 K and to
about 1 at 6000 K. The predicted q at 4000 K are consistent with the observations that were averaged over 3000–
2
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log(γ/γ0)

1.6

1.2

0.8

0.4

0
−0.5

−0.4

−0.3

−0.2

−0.1

0

log(V/V0)
Fig. 13. Grüneisen parameters as functions of compression for a
peridotitic melt (MA) at 2000, 4000, and 6000 K. Also shown are
the results for forsterite (Fo) and enstatite (En) from shock-wave
experiments (M09, Mosenfelder et al. (2009)) and numerical
simulations (SK05, Stixrude and Karki (2005)).

6000 K. A likely explanation for the temperature eﬀect on
q is that with increasing temperature the packing fraction
is smaller due to small sphere diameters and as we have
demonstrated in Fig. 4b for the simple hard sphere liquid,
the diﬀerence between the pressure derivative of bulk modulus (K 0T ) and volume dependence of thermal expansivity
(dT ) is smaller at lower packing fraction. That is, q increases
with decreasing packing fraction (the absolute value of q
decreases) and eventually becomes 0 for the ideal gas.
5. DISCUSSION
5.1. Interpretation of the sphere diameters
The hard sphere (deformable sphere actually) picture is
a simpliﬁcation of the very complex structure of silicate
melts, which varies dramatically depending on the melt
composition and pressure (e.g., McMillan and Wolf,
1994; Stebbins, 1995; Wolf and McMillan, 1995; Mysen
and Richet, 2005, and references therein). This means that
the sphere diameters cannot be measured directly and cannot provide the complete structural information of melts. It
is however interesting to compare the inferred sphere diameters from our model with the bond lengths in crystalline
solids (Fig. 14). It can be seen that for the components with
6-fold coordination including FeO, MgO, CaO, Na2O, and
K2O, there is a correlation between the calibrated sphere
diameters and bond lengths in the crystals. This correlation
suggests that the short-range order for the 6-fold species is
correctly represented by the proposed model. For the components with the 4-fold coordination including SiO2 and
Al2O3, however, they do not follow the high-coordination
trend. The possible explanation is that the geometry of
the eﬀective volume (excluded volume) occupied by species
with 4-fold coordination deviates considerably from a
sphere, essentially due to the strong directional covalent
bonding in these species. Therefore a large empty space is
included if we treat the excluded volumes of these species
as spheres. This implies that if the coordination of these
species (SiO2, Al2O3) changes to 6-fold, the inﬂuence of
the directed covalent bonding will become weak and the
sphere volumes of these species will become smaller. Thus
this provides a possible explanation for the high deformability of spheres for SiO2 and Al2O3 compared to MgO: the
deformability parameter (ni ) is 0.62 for SiO2 and 0.66 for
Al2O3, but only 0.22 for MgO (Table 8). With increasing
pressure, SiO2 and Al2O3 can undergo a gradual
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Fig. 14. Comparison of eﬀective sphere diameters for melt components with the bond lengths in crystals at room pressure. The
dashed line shows the correlation between the sphere diameters and
bond lengths for components with higher coordination than 4.

coordination change from 4-fold to 6-fold, as demonstrated
by both experiments and numerical simulations (e.g., Xue
et al., 1989; Wolf and McMillan, 1995; Lee et al., 2004;
Stixrude and Karki, 2005). During the coordination
change, most of the empty space in the 4-fold species becomes available to oxygen atoms and as a result the sphere
diameters become much smaller. The small deformability of
MgO, on the other hand, may be explained by the change in
the Mg–O bond length (soft interatomic potential) or the
small diﬀerence between the 6- and 8-fold coordination.
5.2. Limitations of the model and future developments
We recommend the EOS parameters listed in Table 8 be
used to calculate compressional properties of silicate melts
when pressure is lower than 40 GPa. Fifteen parameters
in total are calibrated for the CMASF system based on
room-pressure bulk modulus data and high-pressure density data up 25 GPa from sink/ﬂoat experiments. The bulk
modulus data focus mainly on SiO2–Al2O3–MgO–CaO
melts: only two compositions include FeO. The temperature range in these measurements is within 300 K, which
limits the calibration of the temperature dependence of
sphere diameters. On the other hand, most melts in sink/
ﬂoat experiments are ultramaﬁc to maﬁc composition.
Therefore the use of the proposed EOS for very MgO poor
melts at high pressures may produce larger uncertainties. In
addition, there is a trade-oﬀ between the sphere diameter
and its temperature and volume dependencies. More density measurements and maybe sound velocity measurements
at high pressures for wide ranges of temperature and melt
compositions are required to better constrain the EOS
parameters.
For pressures higher than 40 GPa, we recommend the
parameters listed in Table 11 be used. In total 12 parame-

ters are used in this calibration. The packing-fraction
dependence of deformability becomes more important at
extreme pressures. Density data including shock-wave data
and ﬁrst-principles molecular dynamics calculations at extreme pressure and temperature conditions are critical to
constrain the EOS behavior under such conditions. It is
possible that the functional forms for the temperature and
volume dependencies of sphere diameters may need further
modiﬁcations with more data become available. In that
case, the ﬁrst-principles molecular dynamics calculations,
which are helpful to ﬁnd the link between microscopic
properties and the model parameters, may provide some insights and guidelines for such modiﬁcations.
At the current stage, we have not considered the eﬀect of
oxidation state of the FeO component. Fe2O3 is expected to
have very diﬀerent properties than FeO (e.g., Kress and
Carmichael, 1991). Volatile components such H2O, and
CO2 are also very important to the density of silicate liquids
(Lange, 1994).
We have made simple empirical approximations for the
cohesion energy and the soft repulsive potential of hard
spheres. This means that the structure of liquids is not
explicitly modeled in the EOS, but represented by the
sphere parameters and their temperature and volume
dependencies. As a result, the sphere diameters cannot be
measured directly and the exact structural information cannot be derived from the equation of state. For example, the
eﬀect of increasing coordination for the network modiﬁers
such as SiO2 and Al2O3 with increasing compression may
contribute to the deformability of those spheres as we discussed in the previous section, but the exact coordination
of these species cannot be calculated. Polymerization is another complication introduced by the network-forming
components like SiO2 and Al2O3, which can be linked to
other network-forming components through bridging
oxygen to form a chain-like or a three-dimensional network
of molecules (for the review of polymerization refer to
Mysen and Richet, 2005, and the references therein). Polymerization may reduce the entropy of the liquids and in
turn aﬀect the other properties such as compressibility
and viscosity. If this eﬀect is important, compositional
dependent sphere diameters may be needed to model the
network-forming components. However, since most data
on density and bulk modulus can be explained well by the
proposed EOS, the eﬀect of polymerization on the entropic
contribution to compression (excluded volume of spheres)
is likely small. This on the other hand means that the proposed model cannot be applied to study the liquid structure
and structure-related properties such as transport properties without introducing more parameters for the structural
information.
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APPENDIX A. BULK MODULUS–MOLAR VOLUME
RELATIONSHIP FOR SOLIDS AND BIRCH’S LAW
Birch’s law is an empirical relationship between elastic
constants (wave velocities) and density proposed by Birch
(1961). Its physical interpretations and implications have
been discussed in detail in many works (e.g., Birch, 1961;
Anderson and Nafe, 1965; Chung, 1972; Shankland,
1972). Here we summarize the main conclusions below.
For solids, the free energy is mainly from the interatomic potential energy. Therefore the bulk modulus of solids is controlled by the molar volume or mean interatomic
distance. For a given material, the volume derivatives of
bulk modulus at constant temperature or constant pressure
are given by


@ ln K T
¼ K 0T
@ ln V T

ðA1Þ

and


@ ln K T
¼ dT ;
@ ln V P

where the temperature derivative of Uðf ; y 1 ; y 2 Þ is needed.
y 1 and y 2 are small in the composition range of this study
(<0.03) since the sphere diameters are close to each other.
Therefore we can simplify the evaluation of Eq. (A6) by
neglecting the temperature dependencies of y 1 and y 2 as


@U
@T





@ ln K T
¼ v:
@ ln V M a

ðA3Þ

Anderson and Nafe (1965) showed that v is a constant of
4 for many crystalline oxides and silicates with the same
mean atomic weight. For a small range of M, Eq. (A3) reduces to a linear relationship between the bulk sound velocity and density as demonstrated by Chung (1972)
vK ¼ aðMÞ þ bq;

ðA4Þ

¼f
V

@U0
@T

 

@U @ ln f
@ ln V m
;
¼ ðC  UÞ
@f
@T V
@T

ðA7Þ





V




@ ln f 0
@T
V


@ ln V m0
 a0 ;
¼ ðC0  U0 Þ
@T
¼ f0

@U0
@f0

ðA8Þ

where

ðA2Þ

is the pressure derivative of bulk modulus and dT
where
is the Anderson–Grüneisen parameter. If we deﬁne mean
atomic weight as M a ¼ M=n, where M is the molar formula
weight and n is the number of atoms in a chemical formula.
Then we can deﬁne the volume derivative of bulk modulus
at constant mean atomic weight (regardless if the temperature or pressure are constant) as



and

a0 ¼

K 0T
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@ ln V 0
@T

ðA9Þ

is the room-pressure thermal expansivity of a liquid. Using
Eqs. (A7) and (A8), Eq. (A6) can be reduced to
"
 
@P
P RT
¼ þ
ð1  nÞhðC  UÞ  ððh0  a0 ÞðC0  U0 Þ
@T V
T
V
 l1
V0
þ a0 ðl  1ÞU0 Þ
V
 xU þ ðnðh0  a0 ÞðC0  U0 Þ þ xU0

m1 #
V m0
þ nðm  1Þðh0  hÞU0 Þ
;
ðA10Þ
Vm
where h and x are related to the temperature dependence of
the volume of spheres


m
@ ln V m
1 X
h
¼
X i V mi #i  a0 n;
ðA11Þ
@T
V m i¼1
V


m
@ ln V m0
1 X
¼
X i V m0i #i ;
ðA12Þ
h0 
@T
V m0 i¼1
V

1=2

where vK ¼ ðK=qÞ . Eq. (A4) is the original form of
Birch’s law proposed by Birch (1961).
Essentially, Birch’s law says that the volume dependencies of bulk modulus at constant temperature, pressure,
and mean atomic weight are roughly the same, that is
K0 ¼ d ¼ v

ðA5Þ
0

The similar values of anharmonic parameters K , d, and
v are conﬁrmed by many experiments (e.g., Anderson et al.,
1971; Liebermann and Ringwood, 1973).
APPENDIX B. THERMAL EXPANSIVITY AT HIGH
PRESSURE
Thermal expansivity as a function of pressure can be obtained by taking the temperature derivative of Eq. (47)
 
1 @P
:
ðA6Þ
a¼
K T @T V

and

x

@n
@T


¼
V

m
1 X
X i V mi ni #i  hn  a0 ðf þ n2 Þ;
V m i¼1

ðA13Þ

with


@ ln V m0i
3g
¼ i þ a0 ni :
#i ¼
@T
T
V

ðA14Þ

Note that here gi is deﬁned as the temperature dependence of sphere diameters at constant liquid volume. When
temperature changes, the total volume of the liquid also
changes due to the thermal expansion. Since the sphere
diameters are also volume dependent, the second term on
the right hand side of Eq. (A14) thus represents the eﬀect
of thermal expansion.
For the case that the deformability of spheres is a linear
function of the packing fraction (Eq. (51)), Eq. (A10) remains valid, but h and x should be evaluated as
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sf0 ðh0  a0 Þ þ ð1  n0 ÞðV =V 0 Þsf0 þð1n0 Þ sf0 ðh0  a0 Þ ln VV  ðsf0 þ ð1  n0 ÞÞa0
2sf0 þ ð1  n0 Þ
0
ðh0  a0 Þ 
h¼
;
sf0 þ ð1  n0 Þ
sf0 þ ð1  n0 ÞðV =V 0 Þsf0 þð1n0 Þ

and
x ¼ sðf h  f0 ðh0  a0 ÞÞ

ðA16Þ
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