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Education 
1998  Ph. D. Astrophysics University of California, Santa Cruz 
1992  M.S., Physics, San Francisco State University 
1975  B.S., University of Iowa 
  
Professional Experience 
2009 -  Professor, Dept Astronomy 

 Yale University 
2008 – 2009   Associate Professor, Dept of Physics and Astronomy 

   San Francisco State University   
2003 – 2008  Assistant Professor, Department of Physics and Astronomy                         
 San Francisco State University 
2000 - 2003  Research Astronomer, Department of Astronomy                     

 University of California, Berkeley 
1999 – 2000 Post doctoral Fellow, Department of Astronomy                                    
 University of California, Berkeley 
1998 – 1999 Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Astronomy                                           

San Francisco State University  
 

Honors and Awards 
2010 Connecticut Academy of Science and Engineering 
2009 Radcliffe Institute Fellow: Sept 2009 – June 2010  
2005-2007 Cottrell Science Scholar 
2004 Professional Astronomer for the Communication of Science, Amateur 

Astronomer Society of Northern California 
2004 Benjamin Dean Lecturer, California Academy of Science  
2002 Carl Sagan Award, American Astronautical Society 
1997 California Space Grant, NASA 
1994 Marilyn C. Davis Scholarship, UCSC 
1993 Graduate Student Fellowship, NSF 
 
Debra Fischer is a Professor of Astronomy at Yale University who began hunting for exoplanets 
in1997 by measuring tiny periodic shifts in the radial velocities of other stars.  She discovered 
the first known multiple planet system in 1999 and contributed to the understanding of planet 
formation with analysis that quantified the impact of chemical composition on the formation of 
planets. From 2003 – 2008, she led an international consortium to carry out a search for 
planets around metal-rich stars; that project alone detected more than 50 new extrasolar 
planets.  Some of these planets transit in front of their host stars and the measured decrement 



in starlight reveals the mass, size and density of the planets.  Theoretical models of these 
transiting planets demonstrated an incredible diversity in the interior structure of unseen planets 
orbiting stars that are a hundred light years away.  She is the PI for CHIRON, a high-resolution 
spectrometer commissioned at CTIO in March 2011, where her team is carrying out a search 
for rocky planets around our nearest stellar neighbors, the alpha Centauri A and B stars.  In her 
lab at Yale, Fischer’s team is developing next generation instrument designs that aim to break 
current records and detect Earth analogues that will be targets in the search for life on other 
worlds 
 
Professional Duties/Service 
2011 -    NSF Portfolio Review Committee  

2010 -       NASA Management Operations Working group  

2006 -  2009        NASA Advisory Committee, astrophysics subcommittee  

2007 – 2008  Exoplanet Task Force, Advisory Committee to NSF and NASA 

2008  Member. Hubble Fellowship Selection Panel  

2006 - 2007 Member Scientific Organizing Committee for “Extreme Solar Systems,” An 
 international  conference honoring Alex Wolszczan (June 26 – 29, 2007 in 
Santorini, Greece).  Co-Editor of the conference proceedings for this meeting 

2004 - 2006 Member NOAO Telescope Time Assignment Committee 

2004 - 2006 Member, NASA Management Operations Working Group for the IRTF and 
Keck  

2004 - 2009 Member, NASA/JPL Review Panel for Michaelson Fellowship proposals 

2004 Member, Scientific Organizing Committee From Dust to Planets Ringberg 
Castle, Germany  

2004 - 2006 Elected to Board of Trustees, Astronomical Society of the Pacific 

2003 Member, Scientific Organizing Committee for Joint European National 
Meeting in Astronomy (JENAM), Hungary  

 

Recent Professional Invited Talks  
2011 Plenary Talk, Danish Physical Society (Nyborg, DN) (Jun 22) 
2011 Plenary Talk, AAS Boston (May 25)  
2011 Columbia University (Feb 16) 
2010 Texas A&M (Oct 14) 
2010 Penn State University (Aug 16)  
2009 Cambridge University, UK (Aug 20) 
2009 University of Washington Colloquium (May 20) 
2009 JPL Colloquium “Planets in Binary Star Systems” (Apr 29)  
2008 Colloquium: Yale University (Oct 17) 
2008 Invited speaker Coalition Evolution of Life, National Academy of Science (Oct) 
 



Recent Public Education/Outreach 
2010 Discover Magazine “One of eleven leading thinkers” 
2010  Astronomy Magazine “How will we find another Earth”  
2009 University of Washington public lecture (May 2009) 
2009 Featured in Discover Magazine (May 2009)  
2009 “The Search for Earths” public talk at Guelph University (Apr 2) 
2009 Press Conference: Kepler Launch (Feb 19)  
2009  Speaker: 50th Anniversary Humboldt County Amateur Astronomers (Feb 7) 
2009 Caltech NSF/Discover talk with Brown, Fischer, Ghez, Perlmutter (Jan 30) 
2009 Luncheon speaker St. Francis Yacht Club Jan 21 
2008 KQED: Quest Radio interview (August)  
2007 Featured in “The Universe: Alien Planets” History Channel (film, Nov 27) 
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